Hypoprothrombinemia due to cefamandole.
Two patients are described with severe coagulation disturbances, in one instance leading to extensive skin bleeding, secondary to the use of cefamandole. This cefalosporin antibiotic carries the same N-methylthiotetrazole side chain as moxalactam. Pathogenetic mechanisms leading to hypoprothrombinemia, its prevention and treatment are discussed.